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				Intel Skylake showcase: E-ink, WiGig, RealSense, USB C, no-wires. (PDF and video)

				Posted on 14 April 2015, Last updated on 26 January 2020 by Steve Paine 

				
					Did you know that Intel makes own-brand tablets, laptops and 2-in-1s? I’ve had a couple and they’re pretty good. The latest is built on the next-generation Core platform codenamed Skylake which is due in late 2015. Â Nicole Scott from Mobilegeeks got a close look at the prototypeÂ at Intel’s developer conference in Shenzen and I’ve just taken a look at a PDF presentation describingÂ what’s inside. It’s inspirational, and that’s the idea because these products aren’t targeted at consumers, they are early showcasesÂ that are meant to stimulate product designers and software developers into creating the next-generation PCsÂ that you and I might want toÂ buy in 2016. Â Read-on to find about E-ink, WiGig, USB-C, wireless charging and other new technologies that you’ll find inside the Skylake reference design and might find in your next 2 in 1 tablet.

Intel Skylake 2 in 1. (Via Notebookitalia)


Skylake, the next generation Intel Core platform, has been teased a few times and it has usually beenÂ in conjunction with Intel’s ‘no wires’ marketing and 2-in-1 designs. I expect the platform to form part of a new Core M range (probably before any other laptop or desktop versions) and for it to be a big step forward in both processing capability and features. WiGig is coming of age as is USB-C but there are other technologies like wireless power, NFC and RealSense that Intel want to push. In a presentation at IDF 15 last week Intel even highlighted E-Ink secondary screens.

E-ink secondary screen on a tablet.


You’ll see it demonstrated in the video below but before you take a look at that, look at some of the details that Intel presented to attendees at IDF. The presentation PDF (available here but you might have to go throughÂ the session catalog here first)Â is titled “Integration of New Technologies for 2 in 1Â Detachable Systems” and although it doesn’t directly reference Skylake, it’s clear that Intel are talking about next generation high-end architecture in the presentation.

Processor block diagram. Likely to be Skylake.


Note wireless charging in base.


Intel sees USB-C playing a big part in docking connectors for tablet and keyboards. In theory this could lead to some level of standardization. You might be able to plug a wireless charging keyboard into a tablet with a smallÂ USB-C cable, for example.

USB Type C can be used for docking keyboards to tablets.


The tablet internals showing RealSense camera, 34 Wh battery and more.


This ‘showcase’ doesn’t look as tidy as the new Macbook does on the inside but then the new Macbook doesn’t have RealSense, WiGig, GPS and (given that there’s a fan) a laptop-class processor in a dockable tablet design. Finally, there’s the wireless charging and WiGi to consider…

WiGig – Critical to Intel’s ‘no wires’ strategy.


 

Wireless charging on a 2-in-1.


Nicole Scott from Mobilegeeks got to take a look at the real thing at IDF 15 in Shenzen. Take a look at the video below and read Nicole’s article here.Â Let us know what you think of these new technologies in the comments below. Which of the features do you want first and how much are you prepared to pay?



										
				

							




	
	
	3 Comments For This Post


		
		
                   
			JarJar says:
						


			April 14th, 2015 at 5:34 pm 


			Wow! Great article with a lot of new information I have not heard of. 

Something that shocked me was the picture of the board that included a GPS. Personally. I wouldn’t want a GPS on my computer. This seems like a great way to track everything we do and relate it to one specific user. It doesnt seem like a good idea to me…


		
	
		
                   
			DavidC1 says:
						


			April 15th, 2015 at 9:20 am 


			Why are you shocked?

Modern Laptops and Desktops have always-on internet with WiFi and Windows updating itself at basically sleep mode. “Connected Sleep” they say.

-Your TV with camera function

-Xbox with camera

-Camera on every corner of the streets

-Camera on every building

-Drones flying over us

(Need I mention the Smartphone, which is by FAR the most connected, most carried, most owned device?)

You can’t avoid having GPS if you are planning to sell a Laptop that keeps up with future demands and keeps getting portable.


		
	
		
                   
			Werner NÃ¤f says:
						


			May 2nd, 2015 at 9:01 am 


			E-ink is interesting. In meetings I often just need paper/information to read. If I can switch to e-ink, the power saving could be very helpful.
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Find ultra mobile PCs, Ultrabooks, Netbooks and handhelds PCs quickly using the following links:



	A list of mobile PC manufacturers, and their products in our databases
	A list of mobile CPUs, and the computers that use them
	All the 8-inch tablets in the database
	A list of 10-inch laptops
	A list of tablets with digitiser pens
	11-inch screen laptops
	The latest ultra mobile PCs
	A list of Chromebooks




	 		⇨
	Acer Aspire Switch 10
	10.1"  Intel Atom Z3745


	 		⇩
	Acer C740
	11.6"  Intel Celeron 3205U


	 		⇨
	Lenovo Ideapad Flex 10
	10.1"  Intel Celeron N2806


	 		⇩
	Acer Aspire E11 ES1
	11.6"  Intel Celeron N2840


	 		⇨
	Dell Latitude E7440
	14.0"  Intel Core i5-4200U


	 		⇩
	Acer TravelMate B113
	11.6"  Intel Core i3


	 		⇩
	HP Elitebook 820 G2
	12.5"  Intel Core i5 5300U


	 		⇩
	Toshiba Portege Z930
	13.3"  Intel Core i5 3427U


	 		⇩
	Dell Latitude 11 3150
	11.6"  Intel Pentium N3530


	 		⇩
	WiBrain B1H
	4.8"  VIA C7-M
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